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the Order. He had to resign his Mastership and flee from
the Holy Land. The Temple escaped the disasters of the
expedition to Egypt, but it sustained heavy losses in Palestine
during the king's absence. Throughout most of Amalric's
reign, the Moslems had pressed the Christians; Banias,
Harenc, and other important Latin possessions fell to
Noureddin; an army of thirteen thousand men, led by the
Armenian prince, Toros II, and the Count of Tripoli, had
been almost annihilated, and several of the greatest leaders
of the kingdom were in Moslem prisons. While Amalric*s
fourth expedition to Egypt was in progress, Noureddin had
increased the vigour of his attacks, and, as most of the royal
forces had accompanied the king, the defence of the Holy
Land had devolved upon the Templars,
Philip of Naplous, appointed Master of the Temple in
1167 in succession to Bertrand de Blanquefort, reported in
letters to Europe how the Templars had been slaughtered
by great Moslem armies and he begged earnestly for succour.
His appeals were ignored, and, weary of leading an Order
which received so little support in its work, he resigned in
1170,   His place was taken by the notorious Odo de St.
Amand.   Almost as soon as the new Master was installed,
Saladln marched from Egypt with a large army and laid
seige to Gaza, the Christian stronghold which commanded
the road to Egypt and which had been entrusted to the care
of the Temple in 1149*   The defenders numbered less than
ten thousand, while Saladin's following is estimated to have
been at least forty thousand.   So fiercely were the Moslems
pressed in a counter-attack, however, that Saladin gave the
order to withdraw*   Gaza was saved, but at the cost to the
Temple of nearly a fifth of the brethren and two thousand
of the citizens,
Amalric was also beseeching the West to send succour, but
he, like the Temple, could arouse no interest in the state of
the Holy Land among the princes of Europe* He had